[Immunohistochemical demonstration of the proliferation zone of the gastric mucosa].
The area of proliferation in the mucosa of the gastric antrum and fundus was demonstrated immunohistochemically in an unselected sample of biopsy material using the monoclonal antibody Ki 67. The findings in normal noninflamed preparations were compared with preparations of chronic superficial gastritis and a small group of advanced, partially atrophic gastritis. In all preparations the site of the proliferation was typically in the neck of the gastric glands and in the lower area of the gastric pits. However, in the fundus these areas were much narrower than in the antrum. Only isolated positively labelled cells were found outside the proliferation zone in the specific gland body and in the upper part of the gastric pits near the surface of the mucosa. There was a distinct increase of the breadth of the proliferation zone and the labelling index in chronic inflammatory processes. However, pronounced spreading or displacement of the proliferative cell population to the surface was not shown. In all preparations the areas of proliferation contained both positively labelled cells within the cell cycle and varying numbers of nonlabelled nuclei, which may be considered to be a resting reserve population.